THE  EMPEROR WILLIAM   I

acknowledgment which you have truly deserved in the
highest degree; and it warms my heart that these feelings
find such widespread utterance, for it is an adornment to
the nation in the present, and it strengthens our hope for
the future, if it recognises what is true and great, and
honours and celebrates men of great deserts. To take
part in a celebration of this kind is a special pleasure for
me and my house, and we wish to express to you by the
accompanying picture (the proclamation of the Emperor
at Versailles) with what feelings of grateful remembrance
we do this. It recalls to us one of the greatest moments
in the history of the House of Hohenzollern, of which we
can never think without at the same time remembering
your services. You, my dear Prince, know how I shall
always have the fullest confidence, the most genuine and
the warmest gratitude towards you.

* I therefore in this say nothing which I have not often
enough already told you, and I think that this picture will
place before the eyes of your distant descendants that your
King and Emperor and his house will know what we owed
to you.    With these feelings and thoughts I end these
lines, as lasting beyond the grave,

{ Your grateful, truly devoted Emperor and King,

' WILLIAM.'

* Berlin : September 23, 1887.

* To-day, my dear Prince, you celebrate the day on
which, twenty-five years ago, I summoned you to my min-
istry, and after a short time appointed you President of it.
The services which up to that time you had rendered to
the Fatherland in the most varied and important commis-
sions justified me in giving you this highest post.    The
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